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Community Board 2

Health, Environment and Social Services (HESS) Committee Meeting

Brooklyn Hospital, Conference Room, 3rd Floor

Wednesday, April 7, 2010

Members in Attendance

Ruth Saunders, Chair

John Harrison, Co-Chair

Gloria Andrews

Akosua Cobb

Delia Hunley-Adossa

Alejandro Varela

Carlota Clark

Elnora Dumas

Andrew Lastowecky (2ndary Committee)  

Guests

Carol-Ann Church, CB2 (Staff)

Tom Wentworth, Applicant (The Emerson) 

Sam Baron, Applicant (The Emerson)

Michael Locke, My Little O (Web site Manager)

Gina Jankowski, Applicant (The Emerson)

Paul Vicino, Applicant (The Breuckelen) 

Danny Montanez, Applicant (The Breuckelen) 

Beryl Williams, TBHC (Brooklyn Hosp.)

Clarice Harding Keefe, CAMBA

Shemala C. Lovell, CAMBA

Valeria Barton-Richardson, CAMBA

Wing Tsui, Applicant (New Sapolo)

Anthony Caraballo, Esq. (271 Restaurant Corp.) 

Jonathan Wachtel, Applicant (271 Restaurant Corp.)

Charles Wachtel, Applicant (271 Restaurant Corp.) 

Ephraim Benton

Ann C. Northern, Resident (LPCA)

Bill Thanopoulos, Applicant (Lions 95)

James Wang, Representative (Yoshi Japanese Fusion)

Humberto Castro, Applicant (Castro Restaurant Coffee Shop)

Elke Hofmann, Esq. (Talacam)

Carlos Russell, Applicant (Talacam)

Konstantin Bojanov, Resident

Val A. Henry, Liaison (UHB Downstate Med. Ctr.)

Alfred Chiodo, Office of Councilwoman James

Ursula Hegewisch, Applicant (TBD 25 Lafayette)

Jonas Hegewisch

Michael Kelly, Esq. (did not sign in)

Lastowecky began the meeting at 6:40 pm. The room was full. Neither chair was present yet.

Barton-Richardson of CAMBA presented on the new 62-bed men’s shelter at the corner of Prince and Tillary. It’s transitional housing for homeless men in search of employment. The venue (Opportunity House), operated by CAMBA, provides a range of social services, including help finding work and long-term housing.

CAMBA has a history of providing services for the homeless and unemployed in NYC. The Department of Homeless Services (DHS) allots slots in the shelter. Drop-in clients are redirected to DHS, and are even provided a Metrocard for their travel. 

Cobb wondered if it was difficult for CAMBA to find permanent housing for their clients. Yes. Lastowecky asked whether there was security to deal with the “inhabitants” of the center. They have security employees, who roam around the area looking for loitering clients. Lastowecky also asked about problems arising from the men’s shelter being adjacent to a women’s shelter. Barton-Richardson said that the men were educated around these issues. Saunders asked about a curfew. Yes, 10pm. (Over all, it seems that the shelter’s clients are held to higher standards than the rest of society.)

CAMBA invited any and all present to join their community advisory board. First meeting will be 5/13 at 6pm. Contact telephone: 718.797.0285.

Liquor License Applications

New On-Premises Liquor License

Yoshi Japanese Fusion – 170 Smith Street 

Wang presented the application for a license transfer.

New Sapolo Restaurant Corp – 501 Myrtle Avenue

Tsui presented his application for a license transfer.

Talacam – 936 Fulton Street

Russell and Hofmann presented the application. He expressed his interest in opening a community space and in hiring local youth. Bojanov and Northern, residents, shared their concerns with the noise level of the venue and its effect on the local community. Russell said that he was willing to address the concerns of these residents. He exchanged contact information with them and offered to invite them to test the sound proofing of the venue. He also assured Northern that when the space was being used primarily as a lounge and performance space (and not a restaurant), his staff would make sure that patrons were not entering with weapons, etc. Baron, another resident (and applicant), shared that he lived near the proposed venue and that he felt that the foot traffic would make the area safer.

Guystock Corp. dba Monique’s Lounge – 901 Atlantic Avenue – NO SHOW

Wallabout Enterprises, Inc. – 561 Myrtle Avenue

The three owners—Baron, Wentworth and Jankowski—presented along with their attorney, Kelly. The owners are self-described “creative types.” Baron and Jankowski have experience with restaurant ventures. They may employ 4-5 people, and they will attempt to hire locally. 

TBD – 25 Lafayette Avenue

Hegewisch presented her application for a license transfer. She has purchased the restaurant from the current owner but will retain the staff and menu, and hopefully the patrons. In time, she would like to use her restaurateur experience to make a Berlin-meets-Brooklyn venue. 

Samantha’s Southern Cuisine – 980 Fulton Street – Asked for a month layover

Front Street Restaurant Corp. – 5 Front Street

Vicino, the current chef/owner, would like to transfer the license to Montanez. Vicino is overwhelmed with his dual role as chef and proprietor. Committee members asked various questions about the restaurant’s outdoor seating and potential noise violations. Vicino explained that the venue is situated beneath the Brooklyn Bridge and adjacent to a garage. The restaurant’s noise level is below the ambient level. 

It was also established that a recent application for a transfer was rescinded because of financial reasons.

Lions 95 – 282 Atlantic Avenue

Thanopoulos, the owner, presented his application. Kitchen will be open till 4am. 

271 Pacific Restaurant Corp. – 271 Pacific Street

The Wachtel brothers presented, alongside their attorney, Carabello. The venue permits outdoor seating without requesting a separate permit because of its layout. Lastowecky expressed concerns about noise, but Carabello et al explained that it was a very commercial area with no residences in the immediate vicinity. 

Upgrade

Castro Restaurant Coffee Shop – 511 Myrtle Avenue

Castro and his attorney, Kelly, presented the application. They want to add liquor to their license at their customers’ requests and to shore up finances. 

Restaurant Wine

Club 78 Japanese Cuisine – 78 Clark Street – NO SHOW

Renewal On-Premises Liquor License (None of these showed, and no complaints were registered) 

One Green Dot Com – 119 S. Oxford Street aka 1 Greene Avenue

RBBK, Inc. dba Red Bamboo – 271 Adelphi Street

Luciano’s – 15 Metrotech Center

Thai Montague Inc/Lantern – 101 Montague Street

Ikki Japanese Cuisine – 122 Smith Street

Teresa’s Restaurant – 80 Montague Street

Renewal Wine and Beer  (None of these showed, and no complaints were registered)

81 Peter Inc. dba St. Ann’s Warehouse – 38 Water Street

New St. Clair Restaurant – 93 Smith Street

Minutes were approved unanimously approved, 10-0-0. Harrison put forth the motion and Dumas seconded. 

Action Report

Yoshi Japanese Fusion: 10-0-0.

New Sapolo Restaurant Corp: Harrision put forth a motion of support; Lastowecky seconded, 10-0-0. 

Talacam: There was discussion about the nature of the venue—club or restaurant? Varela wondered why he would need to frisk everyone, as he earlier stated. Church explained that it would be a “lounge” on weekends and late evenings, during which time security would frisk patrons before entering. There was discussion about stipulating the earlier agreement to meet between Russell and the concerned residents. It was decided that a stipulation be added to the application that Russell must meet with the aforementioned residents and Church about soundproofing and security issues. 

Andrews put forth the motion to support the application, with the stipulation; Hunley-Adossa seconded, 
10-0-0. 

Wallabout Enterprises, Inc.: 9-0-1; Varela abstained.

TBD – 25 Lafayette Avenue: 9-0-1; Varela abstained.

Front Street Restaurant Corp.: Varela put forth the motion of support; Hunley-Adossa seconded, 10-0-0.

Lions 95: There was concern about the limited menu but extensive alcohol options. Andrews and Cobb shared felt that a full license was unwarranted. Harrison put forth the motion; Clark seconded, 9-0-1; Andrews abstained.

271 Pacific Restaurant Corp.: 10-0-0.

Castro Restaurant Coffee Shop: Varela put forth the motion; Hunley-Adossa seconded, 10-0-0.

Other business

Hunley-Adossa announced the next 88th precinct council meeting, on 4/20 at 7:30pm, 3rd Fl. Auditorium of Brooklyn Hospital. 

Harrison encouraged all to complete their census forms. 

Knox informed us that he was trying to set up a presentation for HESS by a Kansan supermarket chain that provides affordable products. 

Saunders encouraged everyone to complete their taxes. 

At 8:40pm, Lastowecky put forth a motion to adjourn, Clark seconded, 10-0-0.

Minutes by Alejandro Varela
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