
Complete Text of Ken Diamondstone's

Endorsement Speech of Daniel Squadron

Befbre I begil. I w,ant to thank The Working Families Party. The New York Hotel

and Motel l'rades Council and I.JNI'flr FIERE! Local 23-25, UAW Region 94. and all o1'

the other truly independent. progressive organizations and individuals who have rallicd

behincl Daniel Squadron's .un1poign fbr State Senale. I'm proud to ioin them with my

own endorsement of Dan.

We have reached a time in our city''s and in

must stand up and insist upon change. Wc. New

becausc our great state is in crisis.

Surely'.  al l  of you must f-eel what I nlean in your homes and in your wgrkplaccs'

We al l  sce our 
".ono*y' 

tumbling by shocking degrecs each day' We are al l  worricd that

af1brdable housing wil i  soon vanisl.r and that thc next rent hikc wil l  lbrce us to move oul

ol- our comnrunities. We all f'cel the l'ear that our lovccl ones will gct sick or inlurcd and

6ur insurancc won't be enough to pay if incieed we'rc lucky enough to have insurance at

a l l .

l f  we ever want our t ' i t .v to providc schools that wil l  enablc our chi ldrcn to grorv

i l t t r  t l re  hcst  nrcn at tc l  wpntcrr  f  l rey can he-  \4c l t rust  i l ts is l  up6n st r ( )ng-  in t tpvat i re

leaclership. I l ' r ,n'e are cvcr going to treat our scniors with hurnanity and respect'  we must

insist upcin strong. innor,'ative lcatlcrship. I1-we are cr''er going to accept n6thing less thln

equali ty l 'or ul l  our cit izens. we ntust insist upon strong. irurovative leadersl-r ip nor'r"

If rve. as New Yorkers. want what's bcst fbr our parents. our grandparents" our

children. and ourscll'cs. thell we InLlst insist r.rpcln leaders like Daniel Squadron'

principled. hard-working. and dynamic. Dan Squadron is a lcadcr who wil l  help

gLride our State inttl a brighter futr-rre"

At the beginning ol ' this campaign. I sat down with Dan and posed him a tough

challelge. I told hirn that his detenri ination to take on a lumberirrg dinosaur l ikc Mafty

Connor \\,asn't enough to win nly endorsemcnt. I challenged him to prove thc substancc

o1'his ,u,,,ords. to tak; up the mantlc ol-thc frght I began in 2006 against Clonnor' and to

demonstrate to the people o1'our district that he wouldn't be yet another elected ol-flcial

'u'n'ho let us dor,vn.

Dan has risen to m1, challenge . FIe has shown a gift fbr uniting diverse people and

opiniols a1d honing these invaluubl. p.rrpectives into a single powerful voice' ln this

wa1,. he emulates a'ieude. who has inspired me to continue my struggle to build a better

societv: Senator Barack Obama.

our country's history that al l  o1'r"rs

Yorkers. must insist uPon change



Like Senator Obama. Dan and I are fighting against tough odds' We are taking on

a broken system of government that rewards cronyism and dishonesty to keep the same

old special interests ind politicians in power. ln Dan's case. the culprit is Mart.v-. Connor'

You w'ould think thal since he's spent 30 years in Albany. all of us would know

Mar-tr, and his record well. But as Dan has pointed out. Marty's model of leadership ovc:r

these past threc decades has becn the Invi.sible Man. That's because Mart-v understand

that lurking in the shadows is the best way'to hidc his record fiom voters who would be

outragcd if they kneu'what I know about him'

Let me shed some light on the dark side'

Who started tlie push to build hor-rsing for thc rich in Brooklyn Flridge I'ark and

.joined Ci()verttor Pataki in betraying this cc,mnlutr i fy's clream o1- a world class park'?

Martl  Connor.

Who banded
cost Ncw'York [ ' i t-v

Who took money liorn the tobacco inclustry and. coincidentally. was one ol'.ir"rst

l i tur Sctrate l)cnrocrats k) \otc against 1lur Cli ty's model smoking ban'/ Marty Connor'

Who relused t9 take a posit ion on Forcst City l{atner's Atlantic Yards l)ro. iect.

sal,ing that because it w,as thrce blocks out of his clistricl it wasn't his concern'? Marty

('or-rrtor.

Who 6as been gr.r thc sidelines in cal l ing l irr help fbr our 9/l  I  wclrkers and health

carc f irr thc th.usan<Js o1-l-r is constitucnts al l-ected. clespitc the fact that the hearl o[ 'his

distr ict is Grourrd I 'cro'? Marly Connor.

Ard wh. was such an cmbarrassment as Miuority Leadcr that ftl^r tttt'n pur0'lctl

hr rhen-senator l)avid Patterson kickcd him oLrt of the post'/

You guessed it .  MartY'C'onnor.

over the next couple ol '  weeks. you u' i l l  continue to hear longlimc poli t ical

i'siders - like onc of n,v Cit,v Council opponents gush over Marty and argue tlial

Scnator Clonnor's not as bad as cvervone says. Of coursc. they' l l  make this duhious case

1'he1're all beholden to the same political machir.re '

B e t b r e B r o o k l l , n b o s s C l a r e n c e N o r n r a n w o u n d u p b e l r i n d b a r s . M a r t v w a s
Nr)rman,s chosen lawyer to presicle over his phony iudicial conventions and ac1 as his pit

bull to knock refbrnr candidates ofT the baliot. Now Marly's hard at work. helping Vito

l.opez ntaintain that same status quo' All in all. Marty's spent decades making sure that

real refbrmers like Dan Squadron never get their chance to stand belbre voters and otler

them substantive change.

togethcr with Albany's Republicans to repcal thc commuter tax attd

residcnts 5.5 hitlion dollars in revenue'? Marty Cclntlor.



I knou' all this. because Marly tried to pull the same dirty tricks with me when I

ran against him. but I beat them down. Unfbrtunately. I didn't anticipate at the time.iusl

how manv lies Marly would use to Swift Boat my candidacy in its linal hour.

But Dan Squadron is ready.

We know what to expect now when the Invisible Man shows his face. We knou'

that Mart1, will stop at nothing to make surc he keeps picking up his paycheck in Albany-,

Onll 'w'e catr stop him.

'Ihat's 
why I ask you to today to .loin me in voting fbr Dan Squadron ott

September g' l ' .  I  know.rhat i f  in 2009 I am given thc privi lege o1'serving this distr ict as i ts

Councihtreniber. Dan and I u, i l l  combine our strengths as al l ies on behalf o1'the people of

Brookll 'n.

1-6gether. wc can keep this nationwide rnoventent fbr change going strong.

I'ogethcr. wc can create change right here a1 homc. 
-['ogcthcr. 

wc can return truth.

compassion. and wisdorr to Albany and City Hall .

['an we do it']

YI :S WE CnNl



KEN DIAMONDSTONE
A Life of CommunitY Service

Ken has devoted his life to fulfilling his values through service to the community. Some of

his notable accomplishments include:

In the Neiehborhood:

Ken served on Community Board #2 for 12 years, several of those as Vice Chair. One year

before Ken stepped down to run for office, Marty Markowitztiledto unseat him for his

repeated publii opposition to the proposed Atlantic Yards development, but the Borough

President was forced to reinstate Ken following a public outcry.

Ken has also:
o Worked to prevent LICH from moving ambulances out of Brooklyn Heights

o Been arrested for civil disobedience protesting the City's shutdown of the Carroll

Gardens firehouse
o Fought alongside the Brooklyn Bridge Park Defense Fund to oppose housing in the park

and to create a park reflecting community needs and desires

o Created a funding stream to preserve the annual Atlantic Avenue street fair

o Despite its ultimate passage, single-handedly prevented Community Board #2 ftom

supporting a self-serving, developer-driven zoning change that added 17 million square feet

in Downtown Brooklyn without appropriate infrastructure
o Led the early effort for many years to relocate the poorly-run, poorly-staffed Bond Street

Drop-ln Center that long plagued Boerum Hill, while tirelessly advocating for real

treatment programs for the homeless, not half-measures and band-aids

o Created a music scholarship for disadvantaged kids at Brooklyn Music School

LGBT Issues:
o Twenty years ago, Ken co-founded and became the sustaining force behind Touch

CommuniiyDinneis, an organizationthat has served over 60,000 lovingly-prepared meals

to people with AIDS, who were abandoned by their families, lovers and friends out of fear

utri ignotunce about how the disease was transmitted. The Dinners are still going strong,

and on some Monday nights, Ken does the cooking himself'
. Ken and his life partner Joe Kopitz belong to The Griot Circle, a group of mostly LGBT

seniors of color, -uny of whom felt pressured to hide their sexual orientation much of their

lives. The GRIOT Circle has helped many to live more openly and with dignity. Over the

years, Ken and Joe have supported GRIOT as it grew from 300 to 1200 members.

o Ken was designated by Lambda Independent Democrats to represent them in strategy

sessions to pass SONnn (Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Act). As a board member

of Lambda, he continues to fight for the passage of marriage equality.

Peace and Social Justice:

o In contrast to his opponents, Ken alone joined Brooklyn for Peace in several silent vigils

against Senator Schumer's support for the Iraq war and its funding'

o Ken testified passionately before the State Assembly against the death penalty and he

organizedtwo caravans of Brooklynites to protest Albany's proposed reversal of the ban.



Ken Dflamondstone for Brooknvn

CANDIDATE BIO

Ken Diamondstone is a l ifelong independent Democrat, dedicated to community
service and progressive reform. Ken has made affordable housing, human rights,
environmental protection, LGBT equality, and economic justice his l i fe's work and
mission. As a candidate for City Council for Brooklyn's 33'o district, Ken is now
seeking to make history as Brooklyn's first openly-gay representative to any
legislative body in New York State.

Born and raised in Flushing, Ken is proud to have received his education from
New York City's public school system. Ken attended the prestigious High School
of Music and Art in Manhattan as a pianist and French horn player, before going

on to earn a B.A. in polit ical science from Queens College. He also completed
graduate studies in public administration at New York University.

His activism for progressive causes has taken him everywhere from the

doorsteps of his neighborhood, where he campaigned for Adlai Stevenson at the
age of 14, to Puerto Rico, where he protested the Navy bombing of Vieques in

lglO. Ken worked with Fannie Lou Hammer and the Mississippi Freedom

Democrats to integrate the Democratic National Convention in 1964 and later

became the chair of the Nassau County Young Democrats.



As a community leader and activist, Ken has transformed his democratic ideals
into concrete actions, directly benefiting the lives of those around him A
developer of socially responsible housing, he has provided hundreds of
affordable apartments to working families anO seniors. As Chair of the Brooklyn
Solid Waste Advisory Board, Ken worked to pressure Mayor Bloomberg inio
restoring recycling to the City and promoted plans to drastically reduce solid
waste over the next 15 years. A staunch environmentalist, he also negotiated
with a major car company to provide non-polluting electric vehicles to parks and
not-for-profits free of charge.

Ken has been an active member of the LBGT community, speaking out for
Marriage Equality and participating in the creation of legislation such as the
Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Act (SONDA). In 1986, he established
The Touch Community Dinner, an outreach program that since its inception has
served over 60,000 meals to people l iving with HlViAlDS.

Over the course of his 38 years l iving in the 33'd district, Ken has served at the
forefront of numerous community organizations, including Brooklyn Community
Board 2, New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty, Brooklyn for peace, The
Brooklyn Solid Waste Advisory Board, the Brooklyn Ecumenical Council, the
Atlantic Avenue Local Development Corporation, and the Citywide Recycling
Advisory Board. He has also served as Vice Chair of the Central Brooklyn
lndependent Democrats, on the executive board of Lambda Independent
Democrats, and a board member of Independent Neighborhood Democrats.

ln 2006, Ken ran for New York State Senate, nearly upsetting 2}-year incumbent
Marty Connor. Ken's principal campaign issue was fighting irresponsible
development l ike luxury housing in Brooklyn Bridge Park and Forest City
Ratner's Atlantic Yards Project, and protecting the unique identit ies of our diverse
neighborhoods.

Ken's long record of standing up to developers and bureaucrats who sacrif ice our
quality of l i fe for their profit margins makes him an ideal candidate to represent
Brooklyn in the City Council. ln a time when self-serving career polit icians,
lobbyists, and special interests are shaping our City's agenda, Ken wil l be a
leader in the fight to TAKE BACK BROOKLYN!

To Take Back Brooklyn and Join Ken's Campaign:

Emai I Ken Diamondstone@g mai l.com or Cal | 7 18.522.5437


